
April 10, 2018 
  
 The meeting of the McCook County Commission was called to order in their Meeting Room by Chairman Marc Dick. Members 

present:  Ralph Dybdahl, Steve Gordon and Dean Koch and Charles Liesinger.    

 Chairman Dick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Chairman Dick called for approval of the Agenda.  Auditor Sherman noted that the 11:00 appeal should be Dir of Equalization, 

Tracy Hofer, and Hwy Supt Kreutzfeldt asked for an Executive Session at 9:45, noting that there are no drainage permits.  Motion made 

by Koch to approve the Agenda with changes noted.  Second by Dybdahl and motion carried.  

 The minutes from the March 27th meeting were sent to Board members for review prior to publication.  Motion made by 

Liesinger to approve the minutes for publication.  Second Gordon and motion carried.  

 Citizen Input:  none. 

Commissioner Reports:   none. 

Hwy Supt, Mic Kreutzfeldt, presented a utility permit for approval.   Motion was made by Gordon to approve Telephone Utility 

Permit for Golden West Telecommunications.  Scope of Project: a bad section of mainline copper cable will be replaced at intersection of 

453rd Ave and 255th St.   Kreutzfeldt informed Board that Safety Benefits conducted a property survey on 3/26 and is recommending that 

the soffit and fascia be repaired on Depot Storage Shed to prevent further property damage; this has been taken care of.   Auditor 

Sherman noted that the survey also recommended that guardrails be placed on the backs and portions of the open ends of bleachers 

located at the Fair Grounds.  This has been addressed with Alicia Petersen, 4-H Youth Advisor, and will be taken care of when 4-H 

families do the cleanup at the Fair Grounds, sometime in June.   The 2018 chip sealing projects were reviewed.  Kreutzfeldt noted that 

work on bridge #44-140-043 (Brookfield Twp) will be completed today.  The Retro-Reflectivity Plan for signs was discussed regarding 

available options.  The cost of scheduled replacement is an estimated $200,000.  Kreutzfeldt suggested pursuing several counties going 

together to purchase a reflectometer and replace on an as needed basis.  Annual nighttime inspection will be used in the interim.  The 

purchase of a used air compressor was discussed.  The Board told Kreutzfeldt to report back with the best option as discussed for Board 

approval.   

Motion was made by Liesinger to enter into Executive Session at 9:35 a.m. to discuss personnel concerns.  Second was made by 

Gordon and motion carried.  Hwy Supt Kreutzfeldt was present.   Chairman Dick declared out of Executive Session at 10:00 a.m.  

Motion was made by Dybdahl to approve hiring of a seasonal employee for two months in the Hwy Dept.  Second made by Liesinger and 

motion carried.   

At 10:30 a.m., motion was made by Liesinger to convene as 2018 County Board of Equalization.  Second made by Koch and 

motion carried.  Board Member Oaths were completed and filed with the Auditor.    

Tracy Hofer, Director of Equalization, brought the following items before the Board.   

Motion made by Koch to approve continuing exempt property applications. Second made by Gordon and motion carried.  

Director Hofer asked the Board for authorization to correct clerical errors of the assessment roll for the 2018 Notices.  Motion 

was made by Gordon to authorize Director Hofer to correct errors within the real estate records.  Second by Dybdahl and motion carried.  

McCook County Board of Equalization heard the following appeals: 

Appeal    Property Owner: Sheryl Johnson Trust (present)    
Parcel 01.32.100101   Assessed value: NAC-S 86200 and NAC1-S 28630 
Legal description: E477’ of S916’ NE4 32-104-53 
Reason for appeal: over valuation of garage ($2100)  
The Local Board took no action, retaining Assessor value.  
Johnson shared several bible verses with the Board while they reviewed her appeal.  She also noted that the church house is a sanctuary, 
not lived in, with a separate entrance; she lives in the basement.    Johnson also thanked Director Hofer for her help and explanations. 



 
Appeal 46-14-1  Property Owner: Troy & Jessica Rempfer (Troy present) 
Parcel 14.19.2010  Assessed value: NAC-S 23950 
Legal description: Lot A in Tract 1 of Hofer’s Addition, NW4 9-101-55 
Reason for appeal:  Director Hofer is appealing action of Union Twp Board 
The Local Board lowered the NAC-S value to 15000.   
Director Hofer’s recommendation is to lower the NAC-S value to 18980.  
 
Appeal 46-14-2  Property Owner: Troy & Jessica Rempfer (Troy present) 
Parcel 14.19.2020  Assessed value: NAC-S 8700 
Legal description: Lot A in Tract 1 of Hofer’s Addition, NW4 19-101-55 
Reason for appeal:  Director Hofer is appealing action of Union Twp Board 
The Local Board lowered the NAC-S value to 4000. 
Director Hofer’s recommendation is to retain Assessor value of 8700. 
 
 With no other business before the County Board of Equalization, the Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners.  
 

Geralyn Sherman, Welfare Director, and the Commissioners reviewed Care of Poor cases and the list of lien payments received in 

March.   One Notice of Hospitalization was received from Avera Queen of Peace Hospital (2018-12).  A request for assistance with 

paying a plumber for services was denied.   

  Auditor Sherman presented an Application for Abatement of Taxes to the Board.  Motion was made by Liesinger to approve 

abatement in amount of $250.36, parcel 11.80.1301, because mobile home was removed in 2016.   Second was made by Koch and 

motion carried.   

The following building permits were issued the month of March 2018: 

18-08  Donald DeKnikker Jr  basement finish   W375’ of S800’ of E1133’ of SE4 34-101-55  
18-09  Kathryn Dailey  24x40 pole building  Lot 2 Tract 2 Erikson’s Addn NE4NE4 14-101-53 
    

The Law Enforcement Report for the month of March was noted and filed.   

The SEFP for the month of March was noted and filed. 

The March Clerk of Courts Report was noted and filed.    

Motion made by Koch, second Liesinger, and carried, to pay claims:  GENERAL FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll:  4/7/18: 

Commissioners 1692.30, mileage 253.68; Auditor 2993.66; Treasurer 3693.78; States Attorney 2471.73; Custodian 1277.51; Dir of 

Equalization 5412.97;  Register of Deeds 2994.28; Veterans Service Officer 196.00; Sheriff 10006.06; Contract Law 4580.76; Care of 

Poor 230.80; Welfare 70.00; Community Health Nurse Secretary 1245.30; Extension Secretary 609 .00; Weed 365.38; Drainage 312.59; 

Planning & Zoning 305.32.  Unemployment Ins Div of SD, 1st Qtr unemployment contribution 1241.58; SD Remittance Center, 2nd Qtr 

Public Health Nurse appropriation 1287.50, Human Services Center 47.56; A & B Business, office supplies 35.63, monthly copier 

contract 39.98; Alternative HRD, HR consulting 1410.00; AutoEx LLC, law enforcement vehicle supplies/parts & service 444.25; Axon 

Enterprise, taser & supplies 1307.00; Card Service Center, law enforcement supplies 788.19; Chesterman Co, water 70.00; City of 

Bridgewater, April ambulance appropriation 3411.25; Dean Schaefer, BMI court reporting 60.00; Eich Law Office, court appt attorney 

for Jeffrey Moran 2730.18, for Great Zachery Nisich 1164.18, for Thomas W Anderson 1492.11; English Law, court appt attorney for 

William A Mathiason 244.40; Mike Fink, March expenses 372.93; G & R Controls, boiler repairs 1136.18; Hillyard/Sioux Falls, 

janitorial supplies 200.50; Inter-Lakes Comm Action, April CSW funds 716.17; Jack’s Uniforms & Equipment, law enforcement vest & 

attachments 811.88, uniform supplies 81.90; Jewelry Clinic, clock repair 53.25; Carol Johnson, court transcripts 163.40; Lake County 

Sheriff’s Office, March jail services 300.00; Lentsch Tree Service, snow removal 55.00; Lewis & Clark BHS, mental health services 

160.00; Lincoln County Treasurer, reimburse mental illness expenses 26.95; Krystal Lohff, mental health evaluation 100.00; McCook 

Conservation District, 2nd Qtr 2018 appropriation 2750.00; McCook County EMS, April ambulance appropriation 8413.41; McCook 

County Publishers, publishing 1405.15; McCook County Treasurer, postage 400.13; McCormick Motors, law enforcement vehicle 

service & supplies 304.80; Meyer Motor, law enforcement vehicle service & supplies 329.18; Microfilm Imaging System, scanning 



equipment rent, 469.00; Mitchell Clinic, prisoner care 119.00; Office Depot, office supplies 347.22; Alicia Petersen, cell phone 

reimbursement 30.00; RBS Sanitation, garbage service 59.00; Record Keepers Inc, vault box storage 19.25; Salem City, utilities 97.11; 

Salem Sales, law enforcement auto fuel 49.02; Salem Special, rezone hearing notice 14.44; SD Achieve, services for 5 residents 300.00; 

SD Sheriff’s Assn, uniform patches 28.69; SDAAO, conference registration 175.00; SDACC, 2nd Qtr CLERP appropriation 2776.00; 

SDACES, 2018 dues 45.00; SDACO, spring workshop registration 525.00; Stacey Sieverding, mileage & registration 57.00; 

Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, floor liners 197.90; Triotel Communications, telephone/internet service 673.61; Verizon Wireless, cell phone 

service 273.00, internet modem service 255.68; Xcel Energy, utilities 607.56; Yankton County Treasurer, reimburse mental health 

expenses 118.75; Zapp Hardware, water heater repair 60.00, janitorial supplies 132.30, office supplies 36.95.  

COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll:  4/7/18:  Hwy Dept 19182.96.  *Jerry Heumiller, 6 month increase to 

$17.50/hour. Unemployment Ins Div of SD, 1st Qtr unemployment contribution 847.60; All States Ag Parts, fuel cap 10.00; Appeara, 

towel & mat rental 70.00; BlueTarp Financial, backpack blower tool 229.98; Butler Machinery, parts 138.33, labor 429.00; Card Service 

Center, office supplies & fuel 136.22, Ag recertification 50.00, Asphalt Conference registration 125.00; Central Farmers Coop, tire tubes 

42.00; Country Pride Coop, unleaded gas 17528.00;  Dakota Diesel Service, injectors 358.08; Gessner Welding & Repair, supplies 

127.00; Istate Truck Center, parts 72.78; Heath Koepsell, safety clothing 97.96; Lawson Products, supplies 294.14; McCook County 

Publishers, publishing 133.92; Puthoff Repair, supplies 234.18; Ramkota Hotel-Pierre, Asphalt Conference lodging 102.99; RBS 

Sanitation, garbage service 59.00; Salem City, utilities 159.54; Salem Farmers Market, supplies 17.96; Salem Lumber, supplies 40.44; 

SDACC, Hwy Personnel Workshop 75.00; Southeastern Electric, utilities 33.13; Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, supplies 385.31; Transource, 

radiator coolant tank 374.02; Triotel Communications, telephone/internet service 97.96; Turner County Highway Dept, traffic counter & 

accessories1600.00; Verizon Wireless, cell phone service 96.33; Xcel Energy, utilities 593.14; Zapp Hardware, power thaw melt 31.98. 

 911 EMERGENCY REPORTING SYSTEM FUND:  Golden West Telecommunications, 911 telephone service, 371.72; Sioux 

Falls Two Way Radio, repeater repairs 243.75; Triotel Communications, 911 telephone service, 203.20. 

 EMERGENCY & DISASTER SERVICES FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 4/7/18: EDS Director 2348.00.  Unemployment Ins Div 

of SD, 1st Qtr unemployment contribution 65.57; Brad Stiefvater, mileage 152.46, cell phone reimbursement 85.00, postage 50.00; 

Triotel Communications, telephone/internet service 87.22. 

 24/7 SOBRIETY FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 4/7/18: Sheriff Secretary/Dispatcher 173.08.   PharmChem, sweat patch analysis 

142.75.  

 PAYROLL CONTRIBUTIONS – ALL FUNDS:  4/7/18: Dir of IRS, county share of FICA 3348.04; Medicare 783.07; SD 

Retirement System, county share of retirement contribution, 3618.25; Wellmark BlueCross/BlueShield of SD, county share of health 

insurance premium 7688.01. 

 The Auditor’s Account with the County Treasurer for the month of March, 2018:  deposits in banks, $5,168,825.84; cash to 

deposit, $1,775.46; checks to deposit, $32,436.53; CC payments, $234.60; Cash Items (postage) $400.13; Treasurer’s Cash, $1,169.87; 

Register of Deeds, $450.00; Sheriff, $500.00; CD’s, $800,000.00.  The total deposits on hand:  $6,005,792.43.  

 Karen DeLange, Alternative HRD, met with the Commission to review a “final draft” of the Employee Handbook.  Laurie 

Schwans, Register of Deeds, and Tracy Hofer, Dir of Equalization, were present.  Following review and answering questions, motion 

was made by Koch to adopt the newly revised Employee Handbook, effective date of May 1, 2018.  Second was made by Liesinger and 

motion carried.   

 Mark Norris, Sheriff, and Cheryl Miiller, Clerk of Courts, met with the Commission to review to cost estimates for updated 

security cameras and alarms.  Two quotes were received: Safe-N-Secure $6294.90 and Midwest Alarm $10617.50.  Motion was made by 



Liesinger to accept estimate from Safe-N-Secure.  Second made by Koch and motion carried.  Laurie Schwans, Register of Deeds, was 

present.  

  Motion was made by Dybdahl to reconvene as the County Board of Equalization.  Second was made by Gordon and motion 

carried.   Tracy Hofer, Dir of Equalization, joined the meeting. 

The County Board of Equalization made the following decisions: 
 

Appeal     Sheryl Johnson Trust   Parcel 01.32.100101    
Director Hofer noted that the NAC1-S value has been lowered 200 (footage allowance for area under basement steps).     
Motion made by Liesinger to retain NAC-S value of 28630 and NAC1-S value of 86000 (fixing clerical error).   Second made by 
Dybdahl and motion carried.   
 
Appeal 46-14-1  Troy & Jessica Rempfer  Parcel 14.19.2010 
Director Hofer explained that it appears that land along SD42 was included in the valuation and also this parcel isn’t classified as AG 
because it doesn’t meet the criteria.  The Local Board did make comparisons with properties classified as AG; not the same as Rempfer’s.  
With this noted and valuation recalculated, motion was made by Liesinger to follow recommendation of Director Hofer, lowering NAC-S 
value to 18980.  Second made by Dybdahl and motion carried.    
 
Appeal 46-14-2  Troy & Jessica Rempfer  Parcel 14.19.2020 
Director Hofer explained that this parcel is not classified as AG because it doesn’t meet the criteria, valuation cannot be lowered.  The 
Local Board did make comparisons with properties classified as AG.  Motion was made by Liesinger to retain Assessor NAC-S value of 
8700.  Second made by Dybdahl and motion carried.   
 
 The meeting adjourned subject to call. 
 
 Dated this 10th day of April, 2018.     

Marc Dick________________________________________ 
       Chairman, McCook County Commission 
 

ATTEST: 
Geralyn Sherman _______________________________________  
Auditor, McCook County  


