
December 29, 2020      

 

 The meeting of the McCook County Commission was called to order in the Community Room in the Courthouse basement by 

Chairman Dean Koch.  Members present: Chuck Mehlbrech, Steve Gordon, Charles Liesinger, and Marc Dick.   

 Chairman Koch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Chairman Koch called for approval of the Agenda asking if there were any changes. Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, was present 

to request the addition of CARES Act (employee bonuses) and personnel (resignation) at 10:00 a.m. Motion made by Liesinger to 

approve the Agenda with additions noted. Second by Mehlbrech. Motion carried.   

 Public input: none. 

Commissioner reports: none. 

Mic Kreutzfeldt, Hwy Supt, noted that a date and time need to be set for the annual supply letting. Motion made by Gordon to set 

11:00 a.m. on Friday, February 5, 2021 as time for bid letting for Hwy Dept annual supplies. Second Liesinger. Motion carried. 

Kreutzfeldt recommended not holding our annual township meeting in 2021, with COVID still an issue, SDLTAP does not attend large 

gatherings. The Commission is in favor of skipping a year. Auditor Sherman will contact Terry Sletten, Executive Director of Towns 

&Township Assn, to inform her of the decision and let her know that the County is willing to assist with forwarding information to 

township officials, if the need arises. Winter hours will be followed in January and February; crew 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and office 7:30 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Motion made by Liesinger to convene as Drainage Commission. Second Mehlbrech. Motion carried. 

Drainage Administrator Kreutzfeldt presented drainage permit applications to the Board, noting that downstream landowner 

signatures were obtained, and he has signed off on them.  All permits are available for inspection at the Hwy Dept Office.  

D20-072 Karla Blindert    SW4 Ex S2SE4SW4 in 9-103-55 

D20-073 Blindert Land LLC  NW4 9-103-55 

 

Motion was made by Dick, second Gordon, and carried, to pay claims:  GENERAL FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 12/26/20:  

Commissioners 1692.30; Auditor 5099.38; Treasurer 4788.95; States Attorney 2777.88; Custodian 1198.50; Dir of Equalization 4464.87; 

Register of Deeds 2968.34; Veterans Service Officer 258.90; Sheriff 11480.63; Contract Law 5238.11; Care of Poor 192.31; Community 

Health Nurse Secretary1388.80; Extension Secretary 1015.20; Drainage 311.45; Planning & Zoning 115.45. 2021 Grand Jury 

selection/seating, juror fees & mileage 797.16; American Stamp & Marking, self-inking stampers 210.59; Chesterman Co, water 59.50; 

Gordon Flesch Co, 8 months copier contract 566.77; McCook County Treasurer, postage 723.75; McLeod’s Printing, office supplies 

66.03; MidAmerican Energy, utilities 681.68; Douglas Papendick, court appt attorney for Samuel Dunteman 842.30; Zapp Hardware, 

supplies 22.98. 

COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 12/26/20: Hwy Dept 23382.52. Appeara, towel & mat rental 81.18; 

Big Al’s Contracting, small box culvert 816.00; Bluetarp Financial, flex sealant 351.96; Butler Machinery, parts & labor 4459.69; 

Central Farmers Coop, parts 37.00 lp gas bulk 455.88; Chesterman Co, water 17.00; Gessner Welding & Repair, welding supplies 49.77; 

Golden View Ready-Mix, culvert cement 667.50; Hancock Concrete Products, tie bolts 1926.00; Lanair Heaters & Boilers, shop heater 

supplies 139.88; Lawson Products, parts 77.16; MidAmerican Energy, utilities 190.68; Pomp’s Tire Service, supplies 809.77; Puthoff 

Sales & Service, supplies 809.77; Richard Roling, gravel royalty 25000.00; Safety-Kleen, parts washer 166.50; Allen Schmeichel, gravel 

royalty 12500.00; Spencer Quarries, rock & chips 28071.22; Sturdevant’s Auto Supply, supplies 677.74; Transource Truck & 

Equipment, filters 298.20; TrueNorth Steel, culvert supplies 1030.20; Wheelco Truck & Trailer, parts 985.62. 

 EMERGENCY & DISASTER SERVICES FUND: Bi-Weekly Payroll: 12/26/20: EDS Director 1384.62.  



 24/7 SOBRIETY FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 12/26/20: Sheriff Secretary/Dispatcher 192.26.   

PAYROLL CONTRIBUTIONS – ALL FUNDS: 12/26/20: Dir of IRS, county share of FICA 4181.92; Medicare 978.05; SD 

Retirement System, county share of retirement contribution, 3964.24. 

 Motion was made by Mehlbrech, second by Liesinger, and carried, to adopt the following resolution:  

RESOLUTION 2020-16  

Whereas insufficient appropriations were made in the 2020 budget to discharge just obligations of said appropriation. 

 

Whereas SDCL 7-21-32.2 provides that transfers may be made by Resolution of the Board from the Contingency appropriation 

established pursuant to SDCL 7-21-6.1 to other appropriations. 

 

Therefore, be it resolved that appropriation of $26,700.00 be transferred from Contingency as follows: Commission $13,200.00; JDC 

$200.00; Welfare $300.00; Contract Law $18,000.00 and reverse -$5,000.00 transfer to EDS Fund approved in November.   

 

Dated this 29th day of December 2020. 

 

          Dean Koch ______________________________________  

          Chairman, McCook County Commission 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Geralyn Sherman ______________________________________  

Auditor, McCook County  

                

Motion was made by Liesinger to approve a $1,000,000 Cash Transfer from General Fund to Hwy Road & Bridge Fund and in 

General Fund transfer $1,500,000 unassigned fund balance to assigned for future budgets. Second made by Dick. Motion carried.  

Geralyn Sherman, Welfare Director, and the Commission reviewed Care of Poor cases.  

Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, reported that $417 was raised by employees who participated in Blue Jean Wednesday and this 

money will be divided between the McCook County Food Pantry and the Bridgewater Food Pantry. Schultz asked if the Board would 

approve doing this again in 2021. Motion made by Gordon to approve Blue Jean Wednesday for 2021. Second Dick. Motion carried. 

Cori Kaufmann, Interim Dir of Equalization/P&Z Administrator/GIS Administrator, was present.  

Schultz recommended appointment of Cori Kaufmann as McCook County Director of Equalization/P&Z Administrator/GIS 

Administrator effective December 27, 2020 (beginning payroll period). The annual salary is $44636.80 per McCook County’s wage 

scale. Schultz noted that Kaufmann has done a wonderful job stepping up as interim Director and she has the leadership skills and 

positive attitude to continue to move the office forward. Motion made by Mehlbrech to appoint Kaufmann as Director of 

Equalization/P&Z Administrator/GIS Administrator effective 12/27/2020. Second Gordon. Motion carried.  

Schultz presented a letter of resignation from Susanne Arnold, effective yesterday, December 28th, to the Commission. Motion 

made by Mehlbrech to accept Arnold’s resignation. Second Dick. Motion carried.  

Schultz informed the Board that inquiry has been made asking if consideration has been given to employees receiving bonus pay 

from the CARES Act funds that the county is receiving, due to COVID. Mehlbrech added that he received an email from an employee. 

Auditor Sherman read the email that Mehlbrech received. It was noted that many employees received administrative pay for business 

continuity purposes during 2020. Also, laptops were purchased, and IT enhancements were made to allow employees remote access from 

home should the need arise. Following this discussion, the Commission decided to give back to all taxpayers. Consideration will be given 

to not opt out ($300,000) of the tax limitation for 2022 budget year and to use the funds for future budgets. 

Laurie Schwans, Register of Deeds, joined the meeting. Schwans asked that they meet in Executive Session. Motion was made by 

Mehlbrech to enter Executive Session at 9:55 a.m. to discuss personnel issue; SDCL 1-25-2 (1). Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, and 

Laurie Schwans, Register of Deeds, were present. Second Gordon. Motion carried.  Chairman Koch declared out of Executive Session at 

10:55 a.m.  



 The meeting adjourned subject to call.  

Dated this 29th day of December 2020. 

      Dean Koch ____________________________________   

    Chairman, McCook County Commission 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Geralyn Sherman _______________________________________ 

Auditor, McCook County   

 


