
July 28, 2020 

  

 The meeting of the McCook County Commission was called to order by Chairman Dean Koch in the Community Room of the 

Courthouse basement.  Members present:  Chuck Mehlbrech, Steve Gordon, Charles Liesinger and Marc Dick.    

 Chairman Koch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Chairman Koch called for approval of the Agenda.  Auditor Sherman noted the Bartmann Bros drainage hearing scheduled at 

9:45 a.m. will need to be moved to 9:45 a.m. on August 11th, due to COVID-19 exposure. Motion made by Gordon to approve the 

Agenda with change noted.  Second by Liesinger. Motion carried.  

 The minutes from the July 14th and July 21st meetings were sent to Board members for review prior to publication.  Motion made 

by Gordon to approve the minutes for publication.  Second by Dick. Motion carried.   

 Public input: Madison Holman, Writer for New Century Press, will be present to report on the meeting.  

Commissioner Reports: Mehlbrech noted the fairground projects are looking good. Koch shared a letter from US Dept of Interior 

regarding an Executive Order on Building and Rebuilding Monuments to American Heroes. The Dept of Interior is seeking 

recommendations for locations that would serve as a National Garden of American Heroes. Dick informed Board that Van Winkle Dairy 

will be installing a digester to assist in reducing manure odor.  

Motion made by Dick to convene as Drainage Commission. Second Liesinger. Motion carried. 

  At 9:00 a.m. the Drainage Hearing for permit D20-007 requested by Lawrence & Delores Arbeiter was continued. Legal 

description: S2SW4 Section 23-101-54 (Grant Twp). Project description: pattern tile with 8” & 10” mains with (1) outlet in SW4SW4 

23-101-54. Present: Mic Kreutzfeldt, Drainage Administrator, James Tieszen, Andy Tieszen, Nathan Voorhees, and Eric Tieszen, Dakota 

Tiling. Kreutzfeldt informed group that he did speak with Mike Fink, States Attorney, about benefit of County assistance in getting 

clearance to clean a waterway under US F&W Service perpetual easement. Wetland Easements are well written and county support 

would be of no benefit. Koch asked if Arbeiter had discussions with Tieszens, no. States Attorney Fink joined the meeting. Kreutzfeldt 

noted that this waterway has been altered complicating the issue. Dick added this drainage project is moving water in an unnatural 

direction. Kreutzfeldt asked about a compromise, limiting the permit so no more tile can be added on. Fink left meeting to attend Court. 

Jim Tieszen-no and suggested extending tile to the south and dropping into blue line stream. Voorhees stated he does not think Arbeiter 

is interested in more expense by having to go farther. Koch noted that this project cannot be started until fall and with Arbeiter not 

present questions cannot be answered. Motion made by Gordon to table decision until a later date. Second Liesinger. Motion carried. 

Kreutzfeldt informed group that drainage permits are active for 2 years.   

 The Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners. 

 Mic Kreutzfeldt, Hwy Supt, Mike Fink, States Attorney, and the Commission met again to discuss Lehrman Slough (Lake). Eric 

Tieszen, Dakota Tiling, was present. Fink informed the Board that both Dan Olinger and Calvin Heitzman have rejected $5000 easement 

offer. Kreutzfeldt noted that he plans on opening 431st Friday, July 31st, with 5-ton load limit. Motion made by Liesinger to table until 

1:00 p.m. allowing Fink time to draw up new documents for open ditch across G. Heitzman property, for the Board to review. Second 

Gordon. Motion carried.  

 States Attorney Fink introduced Christa Tusha, Zion Lutheran Church member, to the Board. Fink noted the Church is inquiring 

about the lot located next door that has been taken for tax deed; parcel 18.24.4910. The lot has been kept up by church members. Fink 

referenced SDCL 6-13, Disposal of Surplus Government Property, and informed the Board that they need to establish a committee to 

appraise the value of this property and report back to them. Motion made by Gordon to appoint Dick, Liesinger and Bob Anderson to 

appraise the parcel. Second Mehlbrech. Motion carried. This matter will be placed on the August 11th agenda for continued discussion.   



Following this business, Tusha told Board that as the Co-Director of the Food Pantry Board, she wants to thank the County for 

paying the delivery charges for Feeding South Dakota trucks to deliver to the County food pantries; very much appreciated.  

Motion made by Mehlbrech to convene as Drainage Commission.  Second by Gordon. Motion carried.  

At 9:45 a.m. the drainage hearing requested by Bartmann Bros for drainage permit #D20-024 needs to be rescheduled due to 

COVID exposure. Motion was made by Gordon to set 9:45 a.m., August 11th, as new time for this drainage hearing. Second by Dick. 

Motion carried.  

Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners.   

Mic Kreutzfeldt, Hwy Supt, informed the Board that the County received a Special Bridge Grant to pay 80% of cost to remove 

structure 44-110-137 (441st Ave at US81) estimated at $63765.00. Kreutzfeldt presented a resolution needed to apply for a grant for 

preliminary engineering for replacement of bridge 44-180-068. Motion made by Gordon to authorize Chairman Koch to sign the 

resolution. Second by Mehlbrech. Motion carried. 

RESOLUTION 2020-08 

BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS  

WHEREAS, McCook County wishes to submit an application for consideration of award for the Bridge Improvement Grant Program: 

 

                      STRUCTURE NUMBER AND LOCATION:  

 

                      #44-180-068                               1.7 miles north and 7.0 miles east of Salem over the Little Vermillion River  

 

and WHEREAS, McCook County certifies that the project is listed in the County’s Five-Year County Highway and Bridge Improvement 

Plan; 

and WHEREAS, McCook County agrees to pay the 20% match on the Bridge Improvement Grant funds; 

and WHEREAS, McCook County hereby authorizes the Bridge Improvement Grant application and any required funding commitments. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

 

That the South Dakota Department of Transportation be and hereby is requested to accept the attached Bridge Improvement Grant 

application.  

 

                                   Vote of Commissioners:             Yes     5                No     0 

 

Dated at Salem, SD, this 28th day of July 2020. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________     ______________________________________  

County Auditor Chairman 

 

In other business, Kreutzfeldt informed the Board that he put information about 2009 Cat 140M motor grader with wing, being 

disposed of, out to cities and townships located within McCook County and have an offer from Monroe Twp, Turner County. Motion 

was made by Mehlbrech to declare fixed assets #861-A & #849-A as surplus property and accept $70,000. Second Dick. Motion carried. 

Kreutzfeldt told Board that a gas sample is being sent to a Minneapolis lab for testing. Current projects include chip sealing in McCook 

County with Lake County assistance. 

Motion was made by Liesinger to convene as Board of Adjustment. Second by Mehlbrech. Motion carried.  

At 10:30 a.m. a Conditional Use Hearing was held to receive input concerning a request to hold an annual flea market. Applicant: 

Norman & Kaylene Kuhl. Legal description: N825’ of E660’ of NE4 18-103-55. Cori Kaufmann, Interim Zoning Administrator, 

presented the conditional use application to the Board noting that no public comments were received. Motion made by Mehlbrech to 

approve the conditional use permit and if complaints are received this will be revisited. Second Gordon. Roll call vote: Ayes: Mehlbrech, 

Gordon, Dick, Liesinger and Koch. Nays: none. Motion carried.  



At 10:40 a.m. a Variance Hearing was held to receive input concerning a request for a reduction in setback for an expansion of 

parking areas. Applicant: Ports Petroleum Co Inc. Legal description: Lot 1 in SW4 5-102-56. Kaufmann presented the variance 

application to the Board. Haley Ahrendt, Dir of Operations, and Tabitha Bruske, Complex Manager, were present to answer questions. 

Motion was made by Mehlbrech to approve the variance request granting setback to 431st Ave with Kaufmann pending approval from 

DOT for setback on I-90. Second by Gordon. Roll call vote: Ayes: Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick, Liesinger, and Koch. Nays: none. Motion 

carried.   

The Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners. 

Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, informed the Board that Susanne Arnold has completed the work and passed the test and is a 

Certified Staff Appraiser as of August 1, 2020. With that certification, Schultz recommended that Arnold’s pay increase from $20.04 to 

$20.37/hour. Motion made by Dick to approve the pay increase. Second Mehlbrech. Motion carried. Cori Kaufmann, Interim Dir of 

Equalization, was present.  

Schultz provided the Board with updates to the employee handbook for their review and discussion at a later meeting.  

Geralyn Sherman, Auditor/Welfare Director, and the Commissioners reviewed Care of Poor cases. A Notice of Hospitalization 

was received from Avera McKennan Hospital (2020-26). Two Applications for Poor Relief Assistance were received from Avera 

McKennan Hospital (2020-23 & 2020-25).   

Stacey Sieverding, 4-H Youth Program Assistant, told the Board that updates to the fairgrounds are really coming together and it 

will be ready for the Friday, July 31st, and Saturday, August 1st, activities. Sieverding informed the Board that she will not be attending 

the State Fair due to health concerns.  

Auditor Sherman presented the abatement forms and a list of the uncollectible taxes to the Board. The total amount of taxes to be 

abated is $8344.71; reasons for abatements include mobile homes that have left the county, 2 acres donated to Canistota Cemetery, 

property is tax exempt and property was sold/split/combined with other parcels. A list of the parcels is available for public inspection in 

the Auditor’s Office. Motion made by Dick to approve the Abatement of Uncollectible Taxes per the list provided. Second Gordon. 

Motion carried.  

Motion made by Gordon, second Mehlbrech, and carried, to pay claims:  GENERAL FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 7/25/20:  

Commissioners 1692.30; Auditor 5109.84; Treasurer 4103.82; States Attorney 2777.88; Custodian 1300.50; Dir of Equalization 4243.02; 

Register of Deeds 3197.94; Veterans Service Officer 258.90; Sheriff 11186.34; Contract Law 4899.73; Care of Poor 192.31; Welfare 

218.63; Community Health Nurse Secretary 1331.18; Extension Secretary, 940.00; Weed 259.99; Drainage 311.45; Planning & Zoning 

115.44. TransAmerica Employee Benefits, July contribution 3875.34; A & B Business, monthly copier contracts 148.73; Alvine 

Weidenaar LLP, court appt attorney for Charles M Wright 754.20; Susanne Arnold, Ag meeting lunch 11.56; Avera Queen of Pease 

Hospital, prisoner care 774.00; Certified Languages Inc, interpreter service 217.80; CHS Credit Card, auto fuel 672.08; Davison County 

Sheriff, June jail services 2565.00; English Law, court appt attorney for Mathiew Brandt 557.80 for Hailey Walker 446.20 for juvenile 

766.30; Roger Gerlach, Deputy States Attorney services 48.50; Gordon Flesch Co, monthly copier contract 123.80; Tom Heumiller, 

weed meeting & mileage 31.30; Corissa Kaufmann, Ag meeting lunch 11.56; Leads Online, investigation system 1188.00; McLeod’s 

Printing, absentee ballot sets 250.00; Mark Meyers, weed meeting & mileage 37.60; MidAmerican Energy, utilities 26.89; Minnehaha 

County Auditor, reimbursement of mental health expenses 404.65; Mitchell Clinic, prisoner care 76.00; Laurie Norris, PO box key 12.00; 

Office Depot, office supplies 227.81; Peters Distributing Inc, hand & surface cleaner 40.00; Pulse Electric, air conditioner wiring 80.67; 

Santel Communications, managed IT services 3413.00; SD Retirement System, termination pay 3730.02 participation fee 45.00; 

Thomson Reuters, law book supplements 297.10; Wash ‘N’ Go, car wash tokens 160.00.    



COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 7/25/20: Hwy Dept 21648.97. TransAmerica Employee Benefits, July 

contribution 2618.71; Commercial Asphalt, patch mix 2117.35 overlay on 451st Ave 76280925; MidAmerican Energy, utilities 16.72; 

Stern Oil Co, oil & supplies 1490.84. 

 911 EMERGENCY REPORTING SYSTEM FUND: Sioux Valley Energy, radio tower utilities 57.26. 

 EMERGENCY & DISASTER SERVICES FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 7/25/20: EDS Director 1384.62. TransAmerica Employee       

Benefits, July contribution 96.51.    

 24/7 SOBRIETY FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 7/25/20: Sheriff Secretary/Dispatcher 192.18.  

 PAYROLL CONTRIBUTIONS – ALL FUNDS:  7/25/20: Dir of IRS, county share of FICA 3687.58, Medicare 862.43; SD 

Retirement System, county share of retirement contribution, 3807.98; Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield of SD, county share of health 

insurance contribution 16341.81.     

 At 1:00 p.m. States Attorney, Mike Fink, and Mic Kreutzfeldt, Hwy Supt, joined the meeting to again discuss possible options for 

resolving the Lehrman Slough tiling/ditching or raising the road project. Fink provided a “draft” resolution that will establish a highway 

drainage ditch pursuant to SDCL Chapter 31-21. It was decided that Fink will re-notice to parties involved, the consideration of this 

resolution at 11:00 a.m. during the August 11th Commission Meeting.   

Motion was made by Gordon to convene as Planning Commission. Second Mehlbrech. Motion carried. 

Cori Kaufmann, Interim P&Z Administrator, Patrick Andrews, Secog Planner, and Mike Fink, States Attorney, met with the 

Board to review four proposed ordinances. Barney Roling was present. Each ordinance amends Ordinance 2014-01 – 2014 Revised 

Zoning Regulations for McCook County. The first proposed ordinance amends Chapter 3 Ag: Agricultural District; Chapter 11:08 Class 

A Concentrated Animal Confinements and Chapter 19.02 Definitions. This will add a Class B Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation 

(500 to 999 animal units) as a special permitted use. Paragraph 6 under J. Manure Management Plan was removed and portion of 

verbiage under A. Intent and Scope was removed. Roling was asked if he had input. Roling provided his thoughts and agreed with 

deletions being made to this proposed ordinance. The second proposed ordinance amends Chapter 11.10, Additional Use Regulations, 

Site-Built Single-Family and Multi-Family Dwelling Standards. Letter D which prohibited the use of flat or corrugated sheet metal for 

exterior walls will be deleted. The third ordinance adds regulations related to Solar Energy Conversion Systems. The fourth ordinance 

adds Chapter 4, TA: Transitional Agriculture District. Roling suggested the Board consider the requirement of a retention pond for 

developments if their plan is to amend existing zoning regulations. Following discussion, motion was made by Gordon to move forward 

with the proposed ordinance for Transitional Agriculture District. Motion died for lack of second. Andrews will make the noted changes 

to the other three ordinances and send them to Kaufmann for final review at the August 11th meeting. Andrews will provide the public 

notices for publication with the proposed ordinances.  

The Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners. 

Ashley Warner, DeSmet Emergency Rescue Unit, a Non-Profit, was asked to meet with the Commission to explain how this 

ambulance service is structured. Warner noted that the service outsources its billing; this was done four years ago and has worked great 

for them as a small service. They are in the process of implementing a collection policy, noting that it is not what you want to do in a 

small town, but this is a business and you must run it as one. Liesinger asked how the ambulance service is subsidized. Warner stated the 

service is a non-profit and makes ends meet with payments received from insurance companies, patients, memorial donations, and the 

volunteers are considering holding fund raisers in the future to supplement the ambulance replacement fund. No funds are received from 

the hospital, city or county. How many volunteers and what are they paid? Warner- 6 EMT’s, 7 EVOC’s, 1 EMR and 4 nurses. A 

volunteer receives $10 for a 12 hour on-call shift and is paid per hour while on a run. Runs per year was questioned. In 2019 the service 



logged 160 runs; this included transfers. The Commission thanked Warner for her time and the information she provided. Mark Norris, 

Sheriff, and Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, were present.  

The meeting adjourned subject to call.  

Dated this 28th day of July 2020. 

       Dean Koch ____________________________________ 

     Chairman, McCook County Commission 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Geralyn Sherman _______________________________________ 

Auditor, McCook County  

  


