
March 24, 2020 

  

 The meeting of the McCook County Commission was called to order by Chair Dean Koch via a Conference Call.  Members 

present by roll call:  Chuck Mehlbrech, Marc Dick, Steve Gordon and Charles Liesinger.  Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, was present 

for the meeting. 

 Chairman Koch led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Chairman Koch called for approval of the Agenda noting that the break can probably be removed.  Motion made by Gordon to 

approve the Agenda with deletion of the break.  Second Koch.  Roll call vote:  Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  

Nays: none.  Motion carried.  

 The minutes from the March 10th and March 17th meetings were sent to Board members for review prior to publication.  Motion 

made by Gordon to approve the minutes for publication.  Second Dick.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and 

Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   

 Public input: none. 

Commissioner Reports:  none.  

  Mic Kreutzfeldt, Hwy Supt, (present by phone) asked the Board if they’d consider shift starts for the Hwy Dept crew so they 

aren’t all in the same space at the same time due to coronavirus.  Koch told Kreutzfeldt to do what he needed to do.  Dick added that 

departments will need to make office specific arrangements that work for them.  In an email dated March 11th, regarding Lehrman Lake, 

SA Fink stated the County can dig a ditch to remedy the ongoing issue with flood waters.  Gordon noted that he feels tiling would be best 

approach.  Liesinger suggested that he and Kreutzfeldt make one last effort to work with the Heitzman property.  Kreutzfeldt noted that 

the water on 431st Ave is near the high-water mark established last September.  Kreutzfeldt presented SourceWell bid information from 

Northern Truck Equipment for stainless steel dump body, wing & plow; total cost of package is $84,865.00.  Kreutzfeldt noted that the 

SourceWell bid from Sanitation Products is $16000 higher but isn’t an apples to apples comparison.  Motion was made by Dick to 

purchase dump body, wing and plow from Northern Truck Equipment.  Second Gordon.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Dick, Gordon, Mehlbrech, 

Liesinger and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.  Kreutzfeldt informed the Board that Co Rd 16 (261st St) is breaking up due in large 

part to 6 overloaded milk trucks per day hauling and stated that trucks can use 447th Ave or 446th Ave to get out to SD42 legally.  The 

Motor Carrier Enforcement has been requested to step up enforcement in that area. 

Motion made by Mehlbrech to convene as Drainage Commission.  Second by Gordon and motion carried. 

Drainage Administrator Kreutzfeldt discussed 3 drainage permit applications with the Board, noting that downstream landowner 

signatures were obtained, and he has signed off on them.  All permits are available for inspection at the Hwy Dept Office.  

D20-002 Gerald Paweltzki  SE4 23-101-56 

D20-005 Lauck Farms   NW4 7-102-54 

D20-006 Lauck Farms   S2NE4 12-102-55 

 

Kreutzfeldt asked for Board input regarding a flooded township road 6 miles north of Spencer as it relates to the drainage 

ordinance.  Koch asked if a Township needs to apply for a drainage permit, discussion followed, no action taken.  

The Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners.  

 In other Hwy Dept business, Kreutzfeldt informed the Board that our culvert supplier, TrueNorth Steel is located in Huron where 

there are numerous cases of COVID-19.  At this time, the distribution plant is operational.  The replacement of bridge #44-219-180 

(262nd St) remains on hold.  Kreutzfeldt noted that the spring thaw/melt has been ideal for the conditions we are under.  



Brad (BJ) Stiefvater, EDS Director, (present by phone) provided a Pandemic update to the Board, noting that there is no 

community spread in McCook County at this time, but it will probably happen.  Stiefvater asked what other counties are doing.  Laura 

Schultz, HR Coordinator, said she would provide BJ a copy of what the Commissioner’s Assn has put together county by county.   

States Attorney, Mike Fink, joined the meeting, in person, asking if the Commission had any questions for him.  Koch asked for 

clarification regarding resolutions, ordinances and the role of the Commissioners.  Fink noted that it would be good to have a plan in 

place if the virus spreads and individuals do not abide by the Governor’s declaration.  

Auditor Sherman presented Annual Service Proposal and Contract for the Whelen Outdoor Warning Siren to the Board, for 

approval.  Motion was made by Gordon to authorize Chairman Koch to sign the Contract.  Second Mehlbrech.  Roll call vote: Ayes: 

Gordon, Mehlbrech, Dick, Liesinger and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   

Auditor Sherman presented the following abatement to the Board:  #16 Jared & Robyn Koch, parcel 17.12.7501, reason: s/b 

owner occupied, amount abated $52.36.   Motion was made by Dick to approve the abatement.  Second Mehlbrech.  Roll call vote: Ayes: 

Dick, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Liesinger and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.   

 Auditor Sherman informed the Board that a threshold ramp for west entrance of the Armory was approved at Salem City’s March 

9th meeting.  It will run along the entire length of west entrance, estimated cost of $260 plus installation.  

Laura Schultz, Deputy Auditor/HR Coordinator, informed the Board that she has contacted Tech Solutions, who manages our IT 

needs, asking for a quote for laptops and remote setup costs for employees who may need to work from home.  Several employees are 

already equipped and working remotely.  Schultz also asked if the employees could go to casual dress as long as we aren’t seeing 

customers.  Yes.  Administrative Pay for employees was discussed.  Administrative Pay may be approved at the discretion of the 

Commission on case by case basis.    

Beth Skaff, Food Pantry Coordinator, joined the meeting.  Skaff told the Board that having pre-filled bags and curbside service on 

distribution day worked very well and it will probably be utilized next month also.   

Jess Klinkhammer, Secretary Community Health Nurse Office, joined the meeting by phone and asked the Board what if anything 

the County is doing, at this time, regarding staffing offices; question comes from Dept of Health.  Laura Schultz, HR Coordinator, noted 

that several employees are working from home and the status will change as the circumstances change.  

 Motion was made by Dick to convene as Planning Commission.  Second by Mehlbrech and motion carried.  

 At 10:30 a.m. a joint rezone hearing was held with Montrose City to receive input concerning a request to rezone property from 

Agricultural to Commercial.  Landowner: Andrew Holland.  Legal description: Tract 2 Holland’s Addition in S2SW4, Section 26 & 

E2SE4, Section 27, Montrose Twp.  Reason for rezone: build seed and chemical shed.  Present by phone: Tracy Hofer, Zoning 

Administrator, Cliff Hallem, Montrose City, and Andrew Holland.  Hearing was opened for public comment.  Hofer noted that adjoining 

landowners were notified by mail and no inquiries or objections were received.  Hallem noted that Montrose City is okay with the request 

to rezone the property to commercial. Chair Koch asked Holland if he had any input.  He did not.  Time for public comments was closed.  

Motion was made by Gordon to approve the request to rezone and recommend same to the Board of County Commissioners.  Second 

Dick.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.    

 At 10:45 a.m. a rezone hearing was held to receive input concerning a request to rezone property from Heavy Industrial to 

Agricultural.  Landowner: Ferlyn Hofer.  Legal description: Tract 1 Hofer’s Addition in SE4, Section 31, Greenland Twp.  Reason for 

rezone: property not being used for Heavy Industrial use.  Present by phone: Tracy Hofer, Zoning Administrator, and Karen Hofer.  

Hearing was opened for public comments.  Zoning Adm Hofer noted that adjoining landowners were notified by mail, there was one 

inquiry and no objections were received.  There were no other comments.  Time for public comments was closed.  Motion was made by 



Dick to approve the request to rezone and recommend approval to the Board of County Commissioners.  Second Gordon.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.  

 At 10:50 a.m. a rezone hearing was held to receive input concerning a request to rezone property from Commercial to 

Agricultural.  Landowner: Ernest Christensen.  Legal description: S290’ of N660’ of E420’, SE4, Section 1, Brookfield Twp.  Reason for 

rezone: property not being used for Commercial use.  Present by phone: Tracy Hofer, Zoning Administrator.  Hearing was opened for 

public comments.  Hofer noted that adjoining landowners were notified by mail, there were no inquiries or objections received.  There 

were no other comments.  Time for public comments was closed.  Motion was made by Gordon to approve the request to rezone and 

recommend approval to the Board of County Commissioners.  Second Mehlbrech.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, 

Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.  

 Motion was made by Liesinger to convene as Board of Adjustment.  Second by Mehlbrech and motion carried. 

 At 10:55 a.m. a public hearing was held to receive input concerning a request for a conditional use.  Landowner: Melvin & Betty 

Eilts.  Applicant: CommNet Cellular Inc d/b/a Verizon Wireless.  Legal description: SE4, Section 18, Benton Twp.  Present by phone: 

Tracy Hofer, Zoning Administrator, Brian Kabat, Buell Consulting Agent, and Melvin Eilts.  Hearing was opened for public comments.  

Hofer suggested legal description for the conditional use be the E330’ of W900’ of S500’ of SE4, Section 18, Benton Twp instead of the 

SE4.  The Commission agreed.  Kabat noted that the tower will be located south of Spencer and is being built to improve Verizon 

Wireless service area.  There were no other comments.  Time for public comments was closed.  Motion was made by Gordon to approve 

the request for the conditional use permit.  Second Mehlbrech.  Roll call vote: Ayes:  Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  

Nays: none.  Motion carried.    

 Motion was made by Dick to convene as Planning Commission.  Second made by Mehlbrech and motion carried. 

Present by phone: Tracy Hofer, Zoning Administrator.   

Auditor Sherman presented 2 plats for approval.  Zoning Administrator Hofer reviewed the 1st Plat Review Form with the Board. 

Motion was made by Gordon to approve the Planning Commission resolution.  Second by Dick.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, 

Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.  

Be it Resolved by the County Planning Commission of McCook County, South Dakota, that the plat showing Tract 2B of VanWinkle 

Dairy Addition in the South Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 102 North, Range 54 West of the 5TH P. M., McCook 

County, South Dakota, having been examined, is approved in accordance with the provisions of SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-6, and any 

amendments thereof. 

 

Adopted this 24th day of March 2020.  

 

________________________________________________   

Chair, County Planning Commission 

McCook County, South Dakota   

 

 Auditor Sherman presented the 2nd plat for approval.  Zoning Administrator Hofer reviewed the Plat Review Form with the 

Board.  VanWinkle Dairy was also present by phone.  Motion was made by Liesinger to approve the Planning Commission resolution.  

Second by Gordon.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried. 

 Be it Resolved by the County Planning Commission of McCook County, South Dakota, that the plat showing Tract 1 of Schock 

Addition, an Addition in the Southeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 104 North, Range 56 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, 

McCook County, South Dakota, having been examined, is approved in accordance with the provisions of SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-6, 

and any amendments thereof.  

 

Adopted this 24th day of March 2020. 

 

__________________________________________  

Chair, County Planning Commission 

McCook County, South Dakota 

 

The Board reconvened as Board of County Commissioners.  



    Motion was made by Gordon to approve the County Commissioners resolution.  Second by Dick.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Liesinger, 

Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried.  

Be it Resolved by the County Commission of McCook County, South Dakota, that the plat of Tract 2B of VanWinkle Dairy Addition in 

the South Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 102 North, Range 54 West of the 5TH P. M., McCook County, South 

Dakota, be and the same is hereby approved.   

 

I hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of the resolution duly passed by the County Commission, at a meeting held on the date 

adopted. 

 

Adopted this 24th day of March 2020.  

 

_______________________________________________ 

County Auditor 

McCook County, South Dakota 

 

 Motion was made by Liesinger to approve the County Commissioners resolution.  Second by Gordon.  Roll call vote:  Ayes: 

Liesinger, Mehlbrech, Gordon, Dick and Koch.  Nays: none.  Motion carried. 

Be it Resolved by the County Commission of McCook County, South Dakota, that the plat of Tract 1 of Schock Addition, an Addition in 

the Southeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 104 North, Range 56 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McCook County, South Dakota 

be and the same is hereby approved.  

 

Approved this 24th day of March 2020. 

 

________________________________________________   

Chairman of the County Board 

McCook County, South Dakota        

 

Motion made by Mehlbrech, second Gordon, and carried, to pay claims:  GENERAL FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 3/21/20:  

Commissioners 1692.30; Auditor 5146.47; Treasurer 4107.94; States Attorney 2777.88; Custodian 1292.00; Dir of Equalization 5726.68; 

Register of Deeds 3197.94; Veterans Service Officer 258.90; Sheriff 10636.03; Contract Law 4899.73; Care of Poor 192.31; Welfare 

449.63; Community Health Nurse Secretary 1388.80; Extension Secretary, 1297.20; Weed 375.72; Drainage 296.56; Planning & Zoning 

307.74. TransAmerica Employee Benefits, March contribution 4014.13; SD Dept of Revenue, Human Services Center 217.03, SD 

Developmental Center 60.00; A & B Business, monthly copier contract 79.99; English Law, court appt attorney for Nicole Faber 481.70, 

for Tony Morehead 2351.20; Gessner Welding & Repair, fix door bushing 85.00; Gordon Flesch Company, 4 monthly copier contracts 

181.75; Heiman Fire Equipment, fire extinguisher service 32.00 fire extinguishers 141.76; McCook County Fair Board, 2020 

appropriation 6400.00; Meyer Motor, oil change 49.48; Minnehaha County SD JDC, juvenile shelter care 947.60; Mitchell Clinic, 

prisoner care 163.00; Noll Collection Service, lien collection fee 170.80; Redwood Toxicology, handling fee 19.41; Salem Community 

Drug, office supplies 7.10; Santel Communications, managed IT services 2245.00; Geralyn Sherman, mileage-Welfare workshop 156.24; 

Sioux Falls Food Bank, delivery charges-Food Pantry 70.00; Steve’s Welding Mfg., ammo box 150.00.    

COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 3/21/20: Hwy Dept 21779.29.  TransAmerica Employee Benefits, 

March contribution 2456.30; Make it Mine Designs, laminate glass 241.20; Northwestern Energy, utilities 44.64; Verizon Wireless, cell 

phone service & new phone 282.54. 

 911 EMERGENCY REPORTING SYSTEM FUND:  CenturyLink, 911 telephone service 302.45; Sioux Valley Energy, radio 

tower utilities 54.97. 

 EMERGENCY & DISASTER SERVICES FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 3/21/20: EDS Director 1384.62. TransAmerica Employee 

Benefits, March contribution 86.21.  Frontline Plus Fire & Equipment, annual siren service 250.00 

 24/7 SOBRIETY FUND:  Bi-Weekly Payroll: 3/21/20: Sheriff Secretary/Dispatcher 192.25.    



 PAYROLL CONTRIBUTIONS – ALL FUNDS:  3/21/20: Dir of IRS, county share of FICA 3799.97, Medicare 888.69; SD 

Retirement System, county share of retirement contribution, 3925.10; Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield of SD, county share of health 

insurance contribution 17365.15.   

Motion was made by Dick, second by Mehlbrech, and carried, to adopt the following resolution:  

RESOLUTION 2020-04   

Whereas, insufficient appropriations were made in the 2020 budget to discharge just obligations of said appropriation. 

 

Whereas, SDCL 7-21-32.2 provides that transfers may be made by Resolution of the Board from the Contingency appropriation 

established pursuant to SDCL 7-21-6.1 to other appropriations. 

 

Therefore, be it resolved that appropriation of $1,000.00 be transferred from Contingency to Juvenile Detention.   

 

Dated this 24th day of March 2020. 

 

          Dean Koch ______________________________________  

          Chairman, McCook County Commission 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Geralyn Sherman ______________________________________  

Auditor, McCook County  

    

 The meeting adjourned subject to call.  

Dated this 24th day of March 2020. 

      Dean Koch _____________________________________    

    Chairman, McCook County Commission 

 

ATTEST: 

 

Geralyn Sherman _______________________________________ 

Auditor, McCook County 

  

  


